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a distinct French Catholic state founded on Conservative
principles has never ceased to intrigue some intellectuals.
In the nineteenth century the hierarchy of Quebec feared
specially an infiltration of secularist thought from the
republican and revolutionary thinkers of France. It was
then hostile to a genuine liberal-democratic party, and
roundly condemned L'Institut Canadien, formed in 1844 to
extend intellectual and civil liberties. It viewed liberalism,
in the words of Laurier, as "a new form of evil, a heresy
carrying with it its own condemnation.'1 Hence in his early
struggles to reconcile liberal ideas with Catholicism, Laurier
was ever anxious to emphasize that he represented, not
the secularist and anti-Catholic republicanism of France,
but the sober and constitutional parliamentarism of England.
"The French," he protested, "know but the name of liberty,
they know not liberty itself. "15
In the twentieth century, despite the existence of strong
anti-democratic elements, the French community as a whole
has become more appreciative of the methods and purposes
of liberal-democracy and less apprehensive of its implications.
Yet it still thinks, differently from English-speaking Canada
and is guided by a deep sense of its own distinct traditions.
Its attitude in the past towards female suffrage and feminine
rights reflects this difference of outlook, which narrows with
time. Female suffrage was enacted in the other provinces
of Canada during and immediately after the First World
War, Manitoba, Alberta, and Saskatchewan assuming the
lead by their legislation of 1916. But not till 1940 were the
women of Quebec granted the franchise in provincial elections,
and the recognition of their legal equality also lagged.
While the issue had never been of major importance, the very
indifference to the absence of female suffrage for a generation
after its adoption by other provinces was a symptom. More-
over in Quebec there are always small minorities who are
zealous to exalt authority even to the extent of destroying
political liberty in order to further the ends of religion and
race. In the thirties young men under Adrien Arcand
expounded fascist ideas and appealed, as Premier Godbout
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